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AJK PM Orders Early Launch of Digital
Portal for Online Public Services
AJK Prime Minister Barrister Htikhar Gillani has directed
authorities to operationalise the official AJK Digital Portal at the
earliest, aiming to make services easy, fast and transparent. The

platform will cut perwork and office visits, offering services
ne to residents and the global AJK diaspora.
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A Call for Sustainable Peace: UN’s
Role in Building a Peaceful World

hee United Nations, estab-
lished in 1945 in the after-
math of World War 1T, was
created with a singular
and paramount mission
to maintain international peace and
security. More than seven decades kater,
the world continues to face unprece-
dented challenges to stability, ranging
from armed conflicts and terrorism to
climate change or pandemic threats that
know no borders, In an era marked by
growing geapolitical tensions, human-

itarian crises, and the emergenee of

complex, asvmmetrical conflicts. The
relevance of the United Nations in
fostering sustainable peace has become
increasingly eritical. Sustainable peace
represents more than the mere absence
of contlict it encompasses the establish-
ment of conditions that promote justice,
economic development, and social cohe-

sion while addressing the root causes of

violes

ible peace extends beyond
the eessation of armed hostilities to
encompass a comprehensive frame-
work that addresses struetural inequali-
ties, promotes inclusive governanee, and
ensures couitable aceess to resourees and
opportunities. According to the United
Nations” own definition artieulated in
varions pesce-building strategies, sustain-
able peace involves the prevention and
resofution of conflicts through addressing
their underlying eanses  including
poverty, inequality, resoures scarcity,
and poor governanee, The importance

of this holistic approach beeame evident
following the Cobd War, when numerous
ceasefire agreements and peace treaties
failed to establish lasting stability because
they did not adequately address the socio-
ceonormic or political grievances that had
fueled conflict in the first place. The UN
has inereasingly recognized that sustain-
able peace requires investments in educa-
tion, healtheare, economic opportunity,
and democratic institutions not me
splovinent of military forees to s

rate Warring partics.
The interconnected

nature of contempo- %
lenges under- S

s the necessity for ".'5

sustainable peace frame- e

works, Climmate change, S

for instance, exacerbates
Il‘.‘vfilll'l!:.‘i(‘-‘llt:lt,\'ﬂl’ll] Al
trigger miss migration,

thereby ereating condi-
tions

condueive  to
imilarly; economic inequality

K of opportunity, particula
among youth populations, create valner-
ahility to radicalization and recruitment
into armed groups. A sustainable peace
approach recogni; 3 mnllm‘hull-\
and seeks to ereate
capable of withstanding and manzs,.,qng
tensions without resorting to violenee,
“This represents a paradigm shift from
traditional peacckeeping operations
which often foeused narrowly on mili-
tary intervention, toward eomprehensive
peace-building initiatives that address
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the multifaceted dimensions of conflict
anel instability.

The United Nations maintains
a substantial peacckeeping  appa-
s comprising military and civilian
personnel deploved across multiple
regions to monitor ceasefires, sepa-
rate eombatants, and create eondi-
tions for political dialogoe, As of recent
vears, the UN has maintained approx-
imately 13 peacckeeping operations
ACTOsS .r\iﬂtu, Asla, Europe, and the

, Middle East, invalving
nearly 100,000 military
personnel and civiliar
staff United Nation
Departinent of Peace
Operations, 2023, These
aperations represent a
tangible manifestation
of the UNs commit-
ment to contlict resolu-
tiom and stability main-
tenance. The peace-
keeping model, established through the
UN Charter and operationalized through
smecessive General Assembly and Seeu-
rity Couneil resolutions, has evolved to
encompass not only military monitoring
bt also civilian protection, mle of law
prometion, and transitional justice mech-
anisms.

Peacekeeping operations have demon-
strated both remarkable successes and
ignificant limitations. In regio h
as Mozambigue, East Timor, and more
recently in portions of the Balkans,
UN-led initiatives contributed substan-

tally to the transition from conflict to
i demoeratic govern-
ance, These suecesses typieally ocenrned
when peacekeeping operations were
accompanied by robust international
support, clear mandates, sufficient
resources, ard genuine commitment from
Toeal stakeholders to peace processes,
Conversely, operations in Somalia, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Syria
have revealed the constraints inherent
inthe U ucture and the challenges
posed by modern confliets charaeterized
Ty non-state actors, sectauian dimen-
sions, and the involvement of powerful
external states with conflicting interests,
The peacekeeping model, while neces-
sary, has proven insufficient as a stan-
dalone mechanism for achieving sustain-
able peace, necessitating integration with
broader |u eace-huilding and development

s peace-building architee-
ture, formalized through the creation
of the Peacebuilding Commission in
20005, represents a critical evolution in
the organization’s approach to sustain-
able peace, The Peacebuilding Comimis-
sion serves as an intergovernmental
aclvisory body that brings together rele-
vant stakeholders, including the Secu-
rity Council, General Assembly, World
Bank, and affected countries, to support
peace consolidation efforts. This mecha-
nism acknowledges the necessity of inte-
grating security inftiatives with devel-
Opment programs, governance reforms,
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and transitional justice mechanisms. Peace-
Duilcling inftiatives increasingly incorpo-

rate components addressing disarma-
ment, demobilization, and reintegration
of former combatants establishment of
transitional justice mechs wluding

ment and the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Research has demon-
strated that investments in edueation,
healtheare, economic opportunity, and
inclusive governance generate long-term
reductions in conflict risk by addressing
the grievanees and conditions that fiel
violence United Nations Development

truth commissions orwar crin
strengthening of democratic institutions
and ruleof law, promotion of reconciliation
and social cohesion.

The integration of sustainable devel-
opment with peace-building represents
crucial insight, encapsulated in the UN's
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-

Prog 2022, Countries that have
successfully transitioned from conflict t
stability have tyvpically done so through
comprehensive approaches combining
securty measures with sustained devel-
opment investments and political reforms,
The UN's role in facilitating such transi-
tions involves both direct implementa-

tion through its agencies and programs
and coordination of international support.
However, the fragmentation of UN enti-
tes and competition for mited resources
have sometimes undermined the coher-
ence and effectiveness of these integrated
approaches.

An increasingly rmlg'm/cd prineiple
within the UN system is that ting

of concern and attempting diplomatic
intervention before violenee escalates,
Farly wamning mechanisms employing
analy of strtiet tensions, political
rhetoric, arms transters, and other indica-
tors can identify environments at risk for
conflict, enabling preventive diplomacy
and t.!rg\:tmi interventions. Despite the
logie fvingthese approaches, preven-

eonfliets from emerging is substantially
more cost-effective and humane than
responding to conflicts after they emupt.
’ Departiment of Politieal and
Peacebuilding Affairs, along with regional
offices and specialized agencies, main-
tains capacity for monitoring situations

tion receives substantially fewer resourees
and political attention than response to
active conflicts, representing a significant

gap between rhetorie and practice,
The writer is Post-Doctorate (Peace
Education) af International Islanic
University Islanmabeod




