SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12 2026

Biisiness Times H.

Rabi ul-Awal: A Season of

Dr. Muhammad Shahzad Ashfaq

Post-Doctorate (Peace Education)

International Islamic University
Islamabad

Rabi ul-Awal, the third month of the
Islamic lunar calendar, holds profound
spiritual _significance for Muslims
worldwide. This sacred month marks
the birth of Prophet Muhammad, the
most beloved figure in Islam, whose
life and teachings continue to inspire
billions of adherents across centuries
and conti T ion of

Love for the Beloved

Prophetic wisdom into their contempo-

rary lives. In Islamic tradition, love for

the Prophet (PBUH) occupies a central

place in religious faith and spiritual
The

Rabi
ul-Awal transcends mere commemora-
tion; it represents a season of profound
love, reflection, and spiritual renewal
for the Muslim ummah. The month
invites believers to reconnect with the
essential teachings of the Prophet, to
emulate his exemplary character, and
to strengthen their commitment to
Islamic principles.

The birth of Prophet

P Quran  itself
instructs believers to follow the Prophet
and emphasizes his role as the final
‘messenger and seal of all prophets. The
concept of loving the Prophet is not
merely emotional but foundational to
Islamic belief; it represents a commit-
ment to follow his Sunnah, or practiced
example, and to embody the values he
exemplified. During Rabi ul- Awal, this
theological principle t int

known as Mawlid al-Nabi, occurred on
the twelfth of Rabi ul- Awal in the year
571 CE in Mecca. This date marks not
merely a personal anniversary but a
pivotal moment in human history
when, according to Islamic belief, Allah
sent His final messenger to guide
humanity toward righteousness and
salvation. The Prophet’s birth is cele-
brated across the Muslim world during
Rabi ul-Awal, transforming the entire
month into a period of spiritual height-
ened awareness and devotional prac-
tice. Many Islamic scholars emphasize
that the significance of Rabi ul-Awal
extends beyond the biographical
details of the Prophet’s birth to encom-
pass the broader message of divine
guidance that he brought to mankind.
The month serves as an annual
reminder of the Prophet’s mission to
establish justice as the foundations of
human ~ society. The  Prophet
Muhammads (PBUH) life was
marked by extraordinary challenges
and i Born

to
lived practice as Muslims worldwide
engage in various forms of commemo-
ration and spiritual activities.

The expression of love for the
Prophet (PBUH) takes numerous
forms across Muslim communities. In
‘many regjons, believers gather in mas-
jids and community centers to listen to
scholarly lectures about the Prophet’s
(PBUH) life, virtues, and teachings.
Islamic devotional songs, praising the
Prophet’s (PBUH) character and mis-
sion are composed and performed.
Families organize study circles to read
and discuss the Sirah, the biography of
the Prophet(PB.U.H), thereby introduc-
ing younger generations to his exam-
ple. These practices serve multiple pur-
poses: they educate believers about
Islamic history, strengthen community
bonds, and provide structured oppor-
tunities for spiritual reflection and
emotional connection to the Prophet’s
(PBUH) legacy. The veneration
expressed during Rabi ul-Awal must
be within the Islamic

into the Quraysh tribe of Mecca, he
received his first revelation at the age of
forty from the Angel Gabriel in the cave
of Hira. Throughout his twenty-three-
year prophetic mission, he faced fierce
opposition from the ruling elite of
Mecea, endured personal hardships,
lost beloved family members, and yet

framework of Tawhid, the oneness of
God. Islamic scholars emphasize that
love for the Prophet is inseparable from
obedience to God’s commands and
does not constitute a form of worship
that would compromise Islamic mono-
theism. Rather, the Prophet serves as
the supreme model through which

to his divine calling. The Prophet's
(PBUH) p i

Muslims and  practice
ALLAH's will. This distinction is cru-

€,
and wisdom became the model for
Islamic conduct and ethics. His teach-
ings addressed not only religious mat-
ters but also social justice, family rela-
tions, commerce, governance, and
environmental stewardship. Rabi ul-
Awal, therefore, becomes an opportu-
nity for Muslims to reflect upon these
comprehensive teachings and to con-
sider how they can incorporate

cal in the proper
expression of devotion during Rabi ul-
Awal, as it differentiates

Islamic commemoration from practices
that might elevate the Prophet to a sta-
tus incompatible with Islamic theology.

Rabi ul-Awal is observed with con-
siderable variation across different
Muslim  communities ~ worldwide,
reflecting cultural diversity while
maintaining spiritual consistency. In

many Muslim majority nations, the
month is marked by public holidays,
festive decorations, and official celebra-
tions. Masjids are illuminated with
special lighting, and streets in Muslim
neighborhoods are adorned with ban-
ners celebrating the Prophet’s (PB.U.H)
birth. In countries such as Egypl,
Jordan, Malaysia, and Pakistan, Rabi
ul-Awal celebrations often include pub-
lic processions, cultural performances
and religious gatherings that attract
thousands of participants.

The practice of reading and reflect-
ing upon the Quran takes on special
significance during Rabi ul-Awal.
Many Muslims increase their Quranic
recitation during this month, recogniz-
ing that the Quran is the Prophet’s
(PBUH) greatest legacy and the ulti-
mate source of guidance he brought to
‘humanity. Tslamic study groups focus
on Quranic verses that specifically
mention the Prophet or describe his
virtues and mission. This emphasis on
Quranic engagement grounds the cele-
bration firmly within Islamic ortho-
doxy, ensuring that devotion to the
Prophet remains connected to the fun-
damental Islamic source of authority
and guidance.

Charitable activities and social ser-
vice initiatives also characterize Rabi
ul-Awal observances. Many Muslim
organizations interpret the Prophet’s
(PBUH) teachings about mercy, com-
passion, and social responsibility
particularly relevant during this com-
memorative season. Feeding the poor,
providing medical services to under-
served communities, supporting edu-
cational initiatives, and engaging in
environmental conservation projects
become ways in which believers
embody the Prophet’s (PBUH) values
and extend their love for him through
practical action. This approach trans-
forms personal devotion into commu-
nal benefit and social advancement,
consistent with the Prophet’s (PB.UH)
emphasis on practical righteousness
and community welfare.

The Prophet’s (PBUH) character,
known in Islamic tradition as his
Akhlag, represents the practical appli-
cation of Quranic principles. The
Quran itself praises the Prophet’s char-
acter, stating that he was sent as a
mercy to the worlds. During Rabi ul-
Awal, Islamic educators and spiritual
guides often focus on specific Prophetic
(PBUH) virtues and encourage believ-

FUUAST, KFU discuss academic
cooperation, 3rd Pakistan Russia
International Conference 2027

APP- ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Urdu University of Arts, Science and
Technology (FUUAST) Islamabad
and Kazan Federal University (KFU)
Russia discussed further academic
cooperation and preparations for the
3rd Pakistan Russia International
Conference 2027, in an online meet-
ing held.

The meeting discussed joint
degree programmes, joint research
and cooperation in different fields,
including ~ Artificial Intelligence,
Computer Science and Pharmacy.
The participants also discussed
more academic interaction between
teachers and students of both uni-
versities.

The meeting was attended by sen-
ior faculty members and officials
from  both universities. From
FUUAST, the participants included
Dr. Hina Mudassir Director ORIC,
Dr Lubna Bashir Incharge Dean,

Faculty of Pharmacy, Dr Saba Bashir,
Chairperson  Department  of
Artificial Intelligence, ~Khawaja
Tahir from the Department of
Computer Science, Dr Faisal Javaid,
Head of the Department IR & Mass
Communication ~ and ~ Deputy
Director ORIC, Dr. Muhammad Arif
Khan and Dr. Amir Ahmed
Farooqui.

The KFU delegation was led by Dr
Timirkhan Alishev, Vice Rector,
Kazan Federal University, Dr Artem
Valentinovich Krestyaninov, Acting
Dean of the Higher School of
International Relations and World
History, Institute of International
Relations, History and Oriental
Studies, KFU, Dr Rustem Chanyshev
and other faculty members and offi-
cials also attended the meeting.

The participants also reviewed the
progress on the publication of the
2nd Russian-Pakistani International

Conference Book, Edited Volume.
The conference was held in Kazan in
May 2026.

The participants discussed prepa-
rations for the 3rd Pakistan Russia
International ~ Conference 2027,
which is proposed to be held in
Islamabad. The conference will fol-
low the first two conferences held in
Karachi in 2025 and Kazan in 2026.

The participants agreed to con-
tinue coordination for the successful
organization of the 3rd conference
and to further strengthen coopera-
tion in research, higher education,
faculty and student engagement and
other academic areas.

The meeting concluded with a
commitment to further strengthen
academic and  research links
between FUUAST and Kazan
Federal University and promote
Pakistan Russia academic coopera-
tion and people-to-people relations.

Ethiopia-Pakistan ties highlighted at
Ethiopian New Year celebration

APP- ISLAMABAD: The Ethiopian
Embassy Islamabad has celebrated
Enkutatash, the Ethiopian New Year,
and Hibir Ken (Unity in Diversity Day)
with the national zeal and fervor under
the theme
Adornment.”

The event was attended by members
of the diplomatic corps, parliamentari-
ans, government officials, business
community, media, civil society and
members of the Ethiopian community
in Pakistan, said a press release issued
on Friday.

Federal Minister for Climate Change
and Environmental Coordination, Dr.
Musadik Malik was the chief guest,
while Prime Minister's Advisor and
National Coordinator on Tourism,
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan and Additional
Secretary (Africa), Ambassador Hamid
Asghar Khan attended the event as
guests of honour.

Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan
Dr. Oumer Hussien Oba welcomed
the guests and extended Ethiopian
New Year greetings to all present. In
his remarks, the ambassador high-

e of Enk 2

“Diversity:  Ethiopia’s

ers to cultivate these in

their own lives. Whether it is the
Prophet’s (PB.UH) dedication to family
responsibilities, his just treatment of
employees and servants, his integrity
in business dealings, or his patience in
adversity, each aspect of his life
becomes a subject of study and aspira-
tion for devoted Muslims.

lighted tt

which is marked by the blooming of
the Adey Abeba flower. He said
Ethiopia was the only African nation
never colonised and had its own Ge'ez
calendar and alphabet. He said the
New Year’s message of hope, resil-
ience and a bright future reflected the
growing relations between Ethiopia

==

and Pakistan, which had been
strengthened  through Pakistan's
Look Africa and Engage Africa poli-
cies and joint economic and environ-
mental initiatives.

He thanked Dr. Musadik for his
unwavering support and then formally
invited Pakistan to support Ethiopia’s
hosting of COP32 in Addis Ababa in
2027, calling for stronger climate coop-
eration for the Global South.

The ambassador also paid tribute to
Ambassador Hamid Asghar Khan on
his retirement, thanking him for his
role in strengthening Pakistan-Africa
and Ethiopia-Pakistan relations and
wishing him success ahead.

Federal Minister for

Climate

Environmental
Musadik Malik
extended the Ethiopian New Year
greetings and praised Ethiopia for its
economic and green transformation
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed.

He recalled his participation in the
celebrations in the Ethiopian New Year
during his stay in Chicago, calling the
people of Ethiopia lovely and its culture
absolutely vibrant.

The Advisor to the Prime Minister
on Tourism appreciated the growing
bilateral relations between Ethiopia
and Pakistan, reiterating his commit-
ment to further strengthen the bilateral
cooperation across various sectors.

and

Change
Coordination Dr
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