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Israel’s strike on UN school that left
dozens dead used US munitions: reports

Dozans of Palestinians wera kiled by an ovarnight israell
afrstrike on a United Nations-run school in central Gaza,

network, said was conducted with a US-made weapon. The

A
] !4 autharities sald, In an attack that CNN, an American television

sehaol, um by the UN agency for Palestinian refugses (UNRWR],

was housing displaced people.
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Crucial Role of Pakistan-China Relations in
Economic Growth and Regional Stability

Dr. Muhammad

Shahzad Ashfaq
akistank Prime Minister
Mubammiad  Shehbaz  Sharif

recently embarked on a tive-day visit

to Chitr, The visit cane at a erit-

feal stagge for both countries, as they
sonighit tostrengthen thelr economie and strategle
s arnidstarapidly changing geopolitical land-
seape., Oneafthe key pricrities of PM Sharifs visit
wats toseck China's support in addressing Paki-
stan’s economic challenges. Pakistan his been
foeing with a severe economir erisis, marked by
high inflation, a flaring fiscal deficit and a deni-
prating eurrency,
Pakisamand China e shared astmng and
enduring frlendship thit has stood the test of
time. Dating back to the early 19505, the honds
of friendship hetween the two countries have
only strengthened over the years, The fidend-
ship hetween Pakistan and China is refer tn as
an “all-weather friendship” due to its unwa-
vering support ancd solidartty intimes of need,
Ome of the key factors that have contribated 0
the stromg hond between Pakistan and Ching is
their shared history of struggde and resilience.
Baoth eonntries have faced similar challenges and
have rvereomie them together 1his shared senise
o strggle has ereated a deep sense of trust aned
understanding between the twonations. Another
important aspect of the Pakistan~China friend-
ship is the mutual respect and support that the
twoeontries have for cach other. China has
ahways stood by Pakistan's side in tines ol erisis,
offering evononic assistance, military support,
and diplomatic backing. In return, Pakistan has
also been a committed supporter of China on the
intermational stage, particularly on issues related
o its sovervignty and territorial integrity.

Pakistanand China have also collaborated on
security and defense ssues, The two countries
have conchseted joimt military exervises and have
conperated on counter-terrorism efforts, China
s supported Pakistan in it efforts weombat
extremism and termodsm, which has helped to
Improve security in the region, Moresver, the
strong partiership between Pakistan and China
Tuass sy rada positive impect on the global stige,
Both countries have worked together to promote
mmultikaeradisin, uplold intemationad Taw, and
detiend the interests ofdeveloping eountries. Paki-
stan and Ching have Deen able to assert them-
sehves as key playvers i the intemetional arens,
contributing to global peaee wnd stability,

Therelationship hetween Palistan and China
plays a crueial role in strengthening peace,
promoting and economie growth, The strategic
partnersbip between Tlamabed and Bejjing his
served as i key pillarfor peace, economie devel-
opment, and stabilityin Soath Asin and beyond.
China’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative, has
hrought significant investments in infinstroe-
ture deselopment, energy projects, and speeial
eenmonic zomes in Pakistan. This has not only
helped Paklstan address its infrastricture bottle-
necks and encrgy shortages bt has plso created
inhopportunities and boosted econaomie growth
in the eoumtry, Ching, on the other hand, has
henefited from increased aecessto the Pakistani
marfiet and strategic location for its exparts.
Moreover, the Pakistan-China allianes has also
contributed to regional stability by prowviding a
counterbalance to India’s growing influence in
the region. Pak-China shared concerns about
India’s aggressive behavior and its itbempts to
uncermine their strategie inlerests,

Botlh countries have reliod on each other fix
ceonomie, military, and diplomatic support
to maintain a balance of power in South Asia.
Pakistan and China’s relationship dates back to
the 19508, when the two countrics signed their

lirst bilateral sgreenent. The patoership has
anly strengthened over the decades, with China
hecoming Pakistan’s langest tracing partner aned
imestor, Pakistan and China have also worked
tugether diplomatically t counter Tndials influ-
enee in the region. Pakistan and China has
support each others positions on various inter-
tational Tssues, suely as the Kadunir dispute
Detween Indicy and Pakistin. China his consist-
ently backed Pakistan's stance on Kashimie, while
Pabistan has supported Ching territorial clains
i the South China S urthermore, Pakistan
and China have eooperated on reglonal seeu-
rity issues, such as countering terrorism and
prroneting stbility in Afighanistan, Both coun-
tries have a shared intercst in proventing the
spread of extromism and maintaining peace
and security In the resjon. This collaboration
has notonly strengthened their partnership but
also allowed them toconmrerbalanee Tndis frflu-
enee in the region. Pakistan and China’s strong
strategic partmership has enabled them to effee-
tivelyermnterhalanee Tndia’s growing imflnence in
South Asia and assert their own security interests.
By leveraging theireconomic, military, and diplo-
miatie ties, hoth conntries have been ableto main-
+ain a halanee of power in the region and protect
their national interests. Overall, PM Sharif's visit
1o Chinaunderscored the importance of the part-
nership betwern the two countries in shaping
the regional and global arder. By decpening
their ceomomic and strategic cooperation, Paki-
stan and China are notonly able toaddress their
respective challenges more effectively but also
contribute to the stability and prosperity of the
Devaacker vegion. Pakistan and China eomtinue to
navigate e complexities of the evolving geopo-
litical Fndseape; their pactoership will remain a
eritical factor in shaping the future of Asia,
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