B Biisiness Time:

Social Media Sparks Digital
Violence in Pakistan: A Call
for Peace Education

DR. MUHAMMAD sources, how to question
SHAHZAD ASHFAQ their own biases and
T assumptions, and how
rl‘he beginning o engage in respectful
of  social  media  dialogoe with others, we
platforms has  can empower individuals 1o
undoubtedly revol ized  become responsible digital
the way we connect, citizens who contribute

commuriicate, and share
information. In countries
like  Pakistan,  where
traditional media  outlets
may bhe restricted or
controfled,  social  media
serves as a powerful tool

for the dissemination of

news, opinions, and ideas,
However, along with its
henefits, social media has
also become a  breeding
ground for digital violence,
especially in a country like
Pakistan, where political,
religious and social tension
ofien run high.

The anonymity  and
reach of social media
platforms make them a
convenient  mediuom  for
spreading  hate  speech,
fake news, and incendiary
rhetoric.  In Pakistan,
where several social media
platforms are widely used,
such as Facebook, Twitter,
and WhatsApp, these tools
have been misused to
promote divisive ideologies,
fuel  communal  tensions,
and incite violence. The
spread of misinformation,
inflammatory content and
extremist views on social
media has led to real-world
consequences  including
mob  violence, targeted
attacks and even loss of life,

The escalating  digital
violence in Pakistan, there
is an urgent need for peace
education o promote
tolerance, empathy, and
respect for diversity. Peace
education aims to address
the root causes of conflict

and violence by (ostering
critical thinking, dialogue,

and understanding
among individuals
and  communities, By
incorporating peace
education  into  school
curricuka, community
programs  and  anline

campaigns  encounter the
spread of hatred (o promote
a culture of peace both
online and offline.

One  approach o
promoting peace education
in Pakistanis through media
literacy programs that teach
individuals how to critically
evaluate, analyze, and verify
information they encounter
online. By educating people
on how o distinguish
between credible and false

to a more peaceful online
environment.

Furthermare, promoting
interfaith  dialogue  and
coltural exchange through
soclal  media can  help
bridge divides and build
connections between
diverse  communities  in
Pakistan. Sharing stories of
resilience, compassion, and
solidarity, we can counter
the narratives of hate and
division that often dominate
social - media  discourse,
Platforms  that  promate
positive messaging,
empathy  building, and
conflict  resolution  can
serve as powerful tools
for promoting peace and
understanding in a digital
age.

Pakistan's  population
is predominantly Muslim,
with substantial minorities
of Hindus, Christians, Sikhs,
andl others, While the nation
has the potential for vibrant
interfaith interactions
due to its  multicultural
fabric, historical tensions
amang communities
have often led 1o clashes
and  misunderstandings,
Reported  incidents  of
sectarian  violence  and
discrimination  indicate a
need for proactive measures
o promote  peace  and
understanding.  Therefore,
fostering interfaith dialogue
is essential not only for
social cohesion but also for
maintaining the country’s

political ~ stability  and
ecanomic development.
Sogial media  allows

for the dissemination of
information about different
religious practices, beliefs,
and  cultural  traditions.
Educational  campaigns

speech, and  sectarian
propaganda  can  virally
profiferate on social media
platforms,  necessitating
robust  mechanisms  for
monitoring and regulation,
It is crucial for civil society,
social  media  companies,
government, and refigious
leaders to come  together
to create @ responsible

and  conducive  online
environment.
Social media has the

power o either fuel digital
violenee or promote peace
and harmony in a country
like Pakistan. By recognizing
the dangers of online hate
speech,  misinformation,
and  extremism,  and
by imvesting in peace
education that
promote critical thinking,
dialogue, and empathy, we
can work towards creating
a maore inclusive, tolerant,
and peaceful socety. Online
forums, discussion groups,
and hashtag campaigns can
serve as virtual roundtables
thal engage diverse voices.
The inclusion of interfaith
activists — and  scholars
in  these conversations
can enrich the dialogoe,
providing critical nsights
into the importance of
coexistence and acceptance,

Many public figures in
Pakistan, including artists,
amnd  politicians,
have significant followings
on social media. When
these individuals leverage
their platforms to advocate
for interfaith dialogue and
cultural - understanding,
they ean mobilize support
from wider audiences. Their
testimonials,  encouraging
fans to bridge divides, can
prove powerful in reshaping
public  perception  and
diminishing prejudices.

Pakistan, recognized for
its rich tapestry of cultures,
languages, and  religions,
faces significant challenges
intermsof sectarian conflict
and social divides. However,
social media has emerged
as a transformative tool,
offering  unprecedented
opportunities for fostering
interfaith  dialogue  and
cultural exchange. Through
platforms  that  enable
conmection, awareness, and
engagement, communities
can  work together to
dismantle  divisions  due
i g o B

initiatives

writers,

leveraging  infograpl
videos,  and articles
can dispel  myths  and
reduce stigma  associated
with various faiths, For
mstance, initiatives  that
highlight shared values,
texts, and ethics among
religions have the potential
o trigger  empathy  and
mutual  respect  among
diverse groups, While the
potential of social media to
foster interfaith dialogue in
Pakistan is considerable,
challenges persist.

Misinformation,  hate

and  prejudices.  While
challenges  evist,  the
commitment o promoting
a culture of dialogue and
respect can lead to a
more  unified,  inclusive,
and  peaceful  society
Recognizing and harnessing
the power of social media
is paramount for bridging
divides, fostering  mutual
respect, and nurturing a
harmonious  coexistence
amang Pakistan's rich armay
of cultwral and religions
commuities.

M e [N

am

yei

=
i=

o

LY YT 1T & BT ' TR PR EE O EBTEET OINTTTI T YT T



