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Strict security measures in place for
In-Camera Parliamentary Committee

ing the European Union (EU).

meeting
Tight security arrangements have been made at the Parilament

House and nearby areas for the in-camera meeting of

the Parliamentary Committee on National Security. Senior
government officials and military leaders will attend the session,
where they will hold detailed discussions on the country’s overall

security situation.
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Pakistan’s Water Crisis: Threatening
Food Security And Economic Stability

he history of Pakistan’s water

erisis traced back to the partition

of British India in 1947 when the

distribution of water resources

between India and Pakistan was
a contentious issue. The Indus Basin Irrign-
o Svstem, which supports the agricaltural
backbone of Pakistan, divided between the
two countries under the 1960 Indus Water
“Treaty. Despite this agreement, water dispites
have continued to strain relations betwoen
India and Pakistan, further
complicating water manage-
ment inthe region.

The mismanagement of
water pesources in Pakistan has
also plaved a significant role
inworsening the crisis, Ineffi-
cienl irrigation practices, such
as flood irmigation and outdated
infrastmueture, have led to
water wastage and depletion
of groundwater reserves, Paki-
stan Council of Research in Water Resources
(PCRWR), Pakistan is fikely to face absolute
water scarcity by 2025 if urgent measures
which are not taken to 1;1(Ims.\ the erisis.

Pakistan’s water c1 s multifaceted,
h'li.'l'l'l'l'l'l]'l'],z., v from issues such as water scar-
city, mismanagement, pollution, and inetf-
cient distribution systems, The country relies
eavily on the Indus River system for its water
supphy, but increasing water demand from
agriculture, industry, and domestic nse is
straining this resource. Climate change
agpravates the situation, leading to unpre-
dictable rainfall patterns, melting gaciers,
and reduced water availability. As a result,
Pakistan is consider a water-stressed country,
with per capita water availability declining
over the years.

The agricultural sector that is the backbone
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of Pakistan's economy is heavily dependent on
the availability of water: Trrigated agriculture
accounts for a significant portion of the coun-
trys GDPand emiploys alarge portion of the
workforee, However, water scarcity and inef-
ficient irgation practices threaten agricul-
tural productivity and food seeurity in Paki-
stan. Farmers often resort to overdrawing
groundwater or using outdated irrigation
techniques, leading to water wastage and
lkgruLm:}n of soil fertility. This unsustain-
able use of Water resources
notonly hampers agricul-
turad productivity but also
contributes to environ-
menital degradation and
aater pollution.

The water crisis in Paki-
stan has broader impli-
eations for the country’s
eronomic stability, As a
predominantly agrarian
economy, any  disrup-
tions in agricultural production due to water
an have ripple effects on the overall
eeonomy, Redueed cropyields, water stress-
related contlicts: increased food prices can
exacerbate poverty further straining the
fahric of the country. Moreover, industries
that relvon water for their operations, such as
textiles and manofacturing, face challenges in
maintaining production levels amidst water
shortages,

Addressing Pakistan's water crisis requuires
wilti-faceted approach that encompasses

L

a
policy reforms, investments in infrastructure,

efficient water management practices, and
public awareness ¢ npf.u-*n:-u The govern-
ment neeels » prio swaker governanee,
water conservation laws and water use prac-
tiees in agriculture and industry. Tmproving
irrigation systems, promoting water-efficient

crops investing in water recyeling and desali-
nation technologies ean help to improve water
availability in the country.

Industries dependent on water for produe-
tion processes ave also facing challenges due
tothe water crisis. Textile, sugar, and pharma-
centical industries reguine substantial water
supplies, and the seareity of water disrupts
their operations, leading to reduced economic
omtput and job losses, The overall economic
stability of Pakistan further compromised by
the water erisis, asthe disruption in agricul-
tural and industrial sectors affects the coun-
t1vs GDP growth and foreign exchange carm-
ings.

Addressing this crisis requires concerted
efforts from the government, civil society, and
the private seetor to manage water resources
sustainably and ensure equilable access 1o
water for all sectors. Implementing sound
water management practices, investing
in water infrastructure, raising awareness
about the importanee of water conserva-
tion. The complex istory of water disputes,
mismanagement of water resources, and the
urgent need fir sustaimable solutions make it
imperative for Pakistan to address this crisis
promptly.

Policy interventions focused on water
conservation, efficient irrigation practices, and
cooperation with neighboring eountries are
essential to safeguand Pakistans agricultural
productivity and economic well-being. Priori-
tizing water management strategies, Pakistan
can mitigate the impacts of the water erisis
and secure asustainable fiture for its people
and economy. Pakistan can mitigate the risks
water crisis and pave the way fora
fent and prosperous future,
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