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Islamabiad to [aunch telemedicine services at basic health units

BT NEWS

ISLAMABAD —Chairman
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) and Chief
Commissioner Muhammad
Ali  Randhawa  has
unveiled plans to introduce
telemedicine ~ services at
Islamabad’s Basic Health
Units (BHUs) and Rural
Health Centres (RHCs).

The initiative aims to

revolutionise  healthcare

access, particularly for
patients in remote areas

and during |

level meeting attended by
senior CDA members, the

hours.
Presiding over a high-

Deputy  Ct issi of
ICT, the Executive Director

of Capital Hospital, and

other officials, Randhawa
emphasised the c
for innovative solutions in
healthcare delivery.

“This initiative ~ will
provide  residents  with
direct access to professional
medical consultations
remotely, significantly
improving service
accessibility and efficiency;”
he said. During the session,
attendees were briefed on
the proposed telemedicine

ical need

programme, which ~ will
begin as a six-month pilot
at select BHUs. A phased
expansion to cover all BHUs
is planned following the
initial rollout.

Randhawa instructed
officials to allocate budgets
for the initiative and ensure
the delivery of quality care.
He also highlighted the
importance of overhauling
BHUs and RHCs to enhance
infrastructure and services.

Pakistan's Economic Revolution
And Educational Renewal

DR.MUHAMMAD
SHAHZAD ASHFAQ

n the 2lst century, as the
Iworld navigates through

rapid technological
advancements and
globalization, Pakistan has
emerged as an unexpected
silent  superpower. The
richest country in the world
famous for his hospitality
making significant  strides
in economic development
and ed renewal.

Alongside its  economic
revolution, Pakistan has also
embarked on a journey of
educational renewal aiming
to improve access to quality
education for its citizens.
Pakistan has long faced
challenges in its education
system, including issues of
access, quality and equity.
In recent years there has
been a strong push towards
educational renewal in the
country. This renewed focus
oned: atacrucial time

‘Transformative journey of
Pakistan, shedding light on
its economic revolution and
educational resurgence that
has positioned the country
as a potential powerhouse
in the global arena. Pakistan
once plagued by economic
instability and challenges
has witnessed a remarkable
turnaround in recent years.
The country’s economic
revolution are attributed to
a combination of strategic
policies, investments and
reforms.

One key driver of this
revolution is the Pakistan-
China Economic Corridor

(CPEC), a
dollar infrastructure project
that aims to connect China’s
western region to Pakistan’s
Gwadar Port. The project

multi-billion

has not only boosted
Pakistan’s  infrastructure
but has also catalyzed
economic growth through
job  creation,  industrial
development and enhanced
trade opportunities.
Moreover, Pakistan’s
enhancing its
exports and  promoting
foreign investment  that
contributes  significantly
into its economic renewal.
The government initiatives
to improve ease of doing

focus on

business, attract foreign
direct  investment  and
foster  entrepreneurship

that creates a conducive
environment for economic
growth.

Pakistan ~a  country
of rich culture has also
diversified its export base,
focusing on  sectors like
textiles, agriculture and
IT services which have
shown promising growth
potential in global market.
Additionally, Pakistan’s
agriculture  sector  a
vital  component  of
economy has
modernization

its
witnessed
and

‘when Pakistan experiencing
rapid economic growth and
development. Pakistan aims
to equip its citizens with the
knowledge and skills needed
to contribute effectively to
the economy and society.
One of the key initiatives
in  Pakistans educational
renewal journey is the
Prime  Minister ~ Laptop
Scheme. The aim of (PMLS)
is to attach its youth
towards modern knowledge
about  significant reforms
in education sector such
as development, teacher
training and  educational
infrastructure. This policy

facilities and ensuring that
all children have access to
quality education.

Investing in education
infrastructure is a strategic
move that helps to collect
significant  benefits ~ for
Pakistan. In  education
sector, constructing,
schools  especially  in
underserved ~ areas the
government increase access
to education for children
who previously had limited
or no opportunities. This
expansion of education
is crucial for promoting
inclusivity in all the
segments of society and
access to learning resources.
Moreover, upgrading
existing educational
institutions is essential for
enhancing the quality of

new

education. Pakistan  can
improve and upgrade the
learning  experience  for

students that enables to

attract talented educators

to contribute in the global

knowledge economy.
Pakistan

at a

stands
Jjuncture
improving
upgrading the learning
experience for students
is essential for attracting
talented  educators. In
an era characterized by
rapid globalization ~and
technological advancement,
the educational landscape
must evolve to meet

critical

where and

shift  emphasizes  the
importance of enhancing
the quality of education,
promoting skill development
and ensuring inclusivity in
the education system.
Pakistan ~ strength s
to create a more robust
and responsive education
system that meets the needs
of 2Ist century. In policy
reforms Pakistan has been
investing in improving its
educational  infrastructure.
The  government  has
allocated a  significant
portion of its budget to
the education sector with
a focus on building new
schools, upgrading existing
and  improve
quality of education in the
country. Pakistan is laying
the foundation for a brighter
future for its citizens and the

facilities

nation as a whole.
Education is often as the
cornerstone of development,
as it equips individuals with
the knowledge and skills to
thrive in a rapidly evolving
world. Pakistan has been
actively investing in its
educational and economic
growth to provide quality in
education and its products.
Pakistan focus on building
new schools and upgrading
existing institutions for its

s

The adoption of precision
agriculture techniques
improved irrigation systems
and crops diversification
that increased agricultural
productivity  but  have
also enhanced farmer’s
livelihood. The government
supports for the agriculture
sector by  providing
subsidies, access to credit
and agricultural extension
services to further
accelerated its growth.

The government
of Pakistan is fully
committed  to  reforms
in educational sector by
significant  allocation ~ of
funds. World Bank report
(2020), the government
of Pakistan allocated 2.4%
of its GDP to education
demonstrating  a
prioritization of this crucial

clear

sector.  This  investment
is crucial for building
new schools, upgrading

y  demands.
Incorporating
teaching  methodologies,
enhancing curricula, and
leveraging technology,
Pakistan create
an  engaging learning
environment that not only
nurtures student potential
but also draws skilled
educators from around the
globe.

The
modern
approaches,
project-based learning and
collaborative  techniques,
can  significantly enhance
student engagement.
Furthermore, investing in
digital infrastructure will
facilitate access to online
resources  and  global
knowledge networks. This
transformation is  pivotal
in cultivating a culture of
continuous learning among
students, thereby preparing
them o contribute

innovative

can

integration  of

pedagogical
such as

Dr. Shahida Rehmani
inaugurates
digital democracy

workshop
BT NEWS
ISLAMABAD—Member  of

the National Assembly and
Secretary of the Women’s

Parliamentary ~ Caucus,
Dr  Shahida ~ Rehmani,
inaugurated  the  Digital
Democracy  Workshop,

emphasizing the vital role
of women parliamentarians
in strengthening democratic
processes.

In her welcome address,
Dr. Rehmani underscored
the importance of active
engagement by
legislators.

She  commended
participation  of
lawmakers

women

the
female

from  both

federal and  provinci
assemblies, describing it
as a positive step toward
fostering democracy.
Dr.  Rehmani
highlighted ~ the
of  bringing  women
parliamentarians ~ together
on a unified platform to
promote democratic values
and enhance collaboration
across legislative bodies.

also
value

Digital screens
hurting reading
hablts Dr Ravish

4
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ISLAMABAD—A  writer,
critic and poet, Professor
Dr Ravish Nadim has
raised concerns  about
digital screens and their

detrimental impact on
reading and concentration.
Talking to APP on

Monday, he said that the art
of reading supports unique
cognitive ~ skills,  which
allow readers to visualize
words and create mental
landscapes.

“Readingisan activity for
healthy and active minds,”
Dr. Nadim stated, adding
that reliance on screens
limits reading capabilities.
He said that developed
countries, which pioneered
digital technology, have
maintained a  strong
reading culture as screens
cannot replace  the

experience of books.

He said that social media
has limited the attention
spans of consumers. He
said that viewers tend to
prefer watching videos that
are between one to three
minutes long on these
platforms.

Additionally, he noted
that
inclined to engage with

readers are more

concise  paragraphs on
social media rather than
reading an entire book.

Dr Ravish pointed out
a cultural phenomenon in
the subcontinent, where
many are engrossed in
films like Umrao Jaan Ada,
yet few realize that the
movie is based on a novel
by Mirza Hadi Ruswa.
“This disconnect highlights
a broader issue: the decline
in reading habits] he
underlined.

He  explained that
early reading habits are
often formed in schools,
but many educational
institutions  keep  their
study rooms and libraries
locked, restricting access
to books. In some cases,
he noted that libraries
have become mere sitting
rooms for teachers,
further limiting children’s
opportunities to engage
with literature.
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Accuse involved in Bykea
driver murder case arrested

The Islamabad Police Bhara
Kahu Circle Homicide Unit
on Monday used technical
and methods
to arrest Amir Shah, the
accuse involved in the blind
murder of a Bykea driver
who resisted during a
robbery.

On October 12, 2024, the
arrested accused killed the
Bykea driver, Muhammad
Amjad, by stabbing him
with a sharp object within
the limits of the Bhara Kahu
police station during the
incident of resistance. The
accused then escaped after
snatching the motorcycle
and mobile phone, said a
press release.

DIG Islamabad ~ Syed
Ali Raza took notice of the
incident and issued special
orders for the immediate
arrest of the culprit. He
congratulated the police

scientific

team for their success in
apprehending the suspect.
The DIG directed all
senior officials to launch
an  effective  crackdown
against the accused involved
in criminal activities and
to prioritize the safety of
citizens’ lives and property.
He emphasized that the
Islamabad ~ Police adopts
a  zero-tolerance  policy

towards violence, injustices,
and crimes, adding that
strict legal action will be
taken against those involved.

He further instructed
all officers to intensify the
crackdown against criminal
elements. “The safety and
security of our citizens is
our foremost priority, and no
laxity will be tolerated in this
regard,” he stated.

Medical camp organizes
for police officers

A free medical camp on
Monday ~ organized  in
collaboration with Saeed
International Hospital at
the Central Police Office
(CPO)  Islamabad  to
improve the mental and
physical health of the police
officers aims to protect

them from diseases.

According to the details,
during the camp, police
officers were screened for
hepatitis B, C, and HIV, and
also provided with useful
advice to improve their
health.

On the occasion, senior

police officers appreciated
the efforts of all the doctors
and stated that Islamabad
Police  prioritized  the
physical and  mental
health of its officers. Such
activities would continue to
be organized in the future
as well, they added.

Under-20 Sport festival
concluded in Nawabshah

BUREAU REPORT

HYDERABAD —District
Administration in
collaboration with Sports
Department, organized
sports  competitions  in
Under20  Youth  Sports
Festival ~ that  concluded
here today with spirit and
enthusiasm ~ at  Bilawal
Sports Stadium.

The closing ceremony
was attended by Member
Provincial Assembly,
Ghulam  Qadir  Chandio,
Member Provincial
Assembly Chaudhry Javed
Igbal, Secretary ~ Sports
Abdul  Aleem  Lashari,
Commissioner Shaheed
Benazirabad Division Syed
Muhammad Sajjad Haider,

Deputy Commissioner
Sheharr Yar Gul Memon.
The ceremony was

also attended by former

Governor ~ Rotary ~ Club
International Syed Tehzeeb-
ul-Hassan Kazmi, District
President Pakistan Peoples
Party Muhammad Saleem
Zardari, Mayor Municipal
Corporation  Qazi  Abdul
Rashid  Bhatti, President
Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Ayub,
Chairman Town Committee
Sakrand Syed Munir Shah,

Muhammad

citizens and  journalists.
Pakistan’s cuisine
Member Sindh

Assembly Ghulam Qadir

Chandio, Secretary Sports

Abdul ~ Aleem  Lashari,
Commissioner Syed
Muhammad Sajjad Haider
and Deputy Commissioner
Shehryar  Gul ~ Memon
distributed trophies, sports
materials and other prizes
among the teams. Tableau
were presented by school
children at the closing
ceremony.

Tug of war, races and
other sports competitions
were displayed at the closing
ceremony.

effectively to the global
knowledge economy.
Moreover, fostering
partnerships with
international i
institutions can  provide

Pakistani educators  with
exposure to best practices
in teaching and curriculum
development. These
improvements in education,
Pakistan can significantly
contribute to the global
knowledge economy while
empowering its  youth
with the skills necessary
to thrive in an increasingly
interconnected world. Such
collaborations will not only
elevate local standards but
also position Pakistan as
an
for knowledgeable
professionals seeking
impactful ~ careers  in
education.

attractive  destination

PIN IlNIanrganuetnnsultatwe Wnrkshop inMalakand Division
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ISLAMABAD-The  Peace
& Justice Network (PJN),
in_ collaboration with the
UNDP Pakistan and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Police,
convened a  Malakand
Divisional Consultative
Workshop ~ aimed  at
identifying actionable
recommendations to
strengthen Dispute

Resolution Councils (DRCs)
in Swat under EU-funded
Deliver ~ Justice  Project.
Pakistan’s cuisine

[

The
as a platform for diverse

workshop  served

Swat,
Dir,

Buner,
Chitral,

Shangla,
Malakand

stakeholders, including and Bajaur, judiciary, law

i from , civil society,
the Dispute Resolution local ~ government, and
Councils  (DRCs) from community leaders, to

share insights and develop
strategies for enhancing
the capacity and efficiency
of DRCs. The primary
objective was to create
a comprehensive action
plan to empower DRCs as
an
for resolving disputes and
improving access to justice
across the region.

During opening sessions,
Ms. Caitlin Chittenden Rule
of Law & Justice Reforms
Specialist, Rule of Law
Program UNDP  Pakistan
and Syed Raza Ali CEO

effective  mechanism

Peace & Justice Network
highlighted ~ that  the
strengthening of Dispute
Resolution Councils (DRCs)
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
was crucial to enhancing
their ability to serve
communities effectively in
resolving disputes.

By addressing current
gaps — such as inadequate
resources, limited training
for lack  of
inclusivity, and insufficient
public awareness — DRCs
can become more efficient,
accessible.

members,
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